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HOW MUCH WATER?

Annuadlly, Alberta receives approximately 14 inches (355 mm) of rain
between the months of May to October. On a typical 40’ x 110’ lot, this
would produce approximately 31,900 gallons (144,800 litres) of water.
That's enough to fill approximately 638 average-sized bathtubs!

A 1/4inch (six mm) of rainfall on a typical 40" x 110’ lot produces 571
gallons (2,596 litres) of water.

A 1/4 inch (six mm) of rainfall on the roof of a 2,000 square foot home
creates 260 gallons (1,200 litres) of water.

In addition to the rain, you must consider the annual spring snow melt
and the water used to maintain your lawn and flowerbeds. That's a lot
of water to manage.

SETTLEMENT

Low spots must be filled after the soil has settled. To fill a low spotf,
remove the fopsoil and fill the low spot with compacted clay, ensuring
it slopes away from the foundation. Do not use topsoail to fill a low spof.
Once filled with clay, topsoil can be added again.

When clay backfill installed around the perimeter of your home settles,
the soil can slope towards the foundation and allow water to drain
towards your home. This can cause leakage into the basement.

During construction, the excavation for your basement typically extends
three to four-feet past the foundation walls so the builder can install
foundation form work and, if required, weeping tile and crushed rock
before it is backfilled. Because the backfill is less compact than the
undisturbed soil surrounding the foundation, water is easily frapped in
the excavated area next to your foundation.
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Use caution when watering flowerbeds near the foundation fo minimize
water pressure next to the foundation.

Careful attention is required in the design, installation and maintenance
of your irrigation system. For example:

 Sprinkler heads should not direct water against the foundation or
cladding

¢ Sprinkler heads should not be placed within the backfill area near the
foundation

* Rain sensors can be added to avoid overwatering
e Connections to the system should be secure

* The system should be serviced regularly to avoid damage to piping
(e.g. splits from freezing).

You can maintain surface drainage patterns annually by filling
depressions and seftlement as they occur. (See Seftlement section of
brochure for more details).

OTHER REFERENCES:

Your local municipality office

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
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